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 PAWGRESS IN MOTION                                                                                                           

CCHS Cathouse Groundbreaking 

 

  August 29th for us officially opened the book for a new chapter in the life and 

history of Colonial Capital Humane Society.  Glasses were raised, speeches were 

made, smiles, and applauds were abundant!  For on this day CCHS had its official 

groundbreaking ceremony for the new “CCHS Cathouse”!  The Cathouse is the 

first phase in the new construction, it will 

house approximately 90 cats, provide a quarantine room for new intakes, 

a sickroom, and indoor/outdoor rooms for the cats to roam around and 

enjoy.  To say we at are CCHS are thrilled to see our dream finally become 

a reality would be an understatement! 

Amy Burdulis, President opened with a welcome speech, followed by  

Stephanie Mills, Co-Vice President and Rhonda Heath, Board Member and 

Past President, covering the history, past challenges, and growth over the years.  Diane Cappo, Board    

Member followed with an overview of the new construction project and an update of the Capital Campaign.     

Elizabeth Harrison, Secretary, led us in prayer for CCHS, its animals, volunteers, donors, and future              

endeavors.  Patti Manna, Co-Vice President ended the ceremony with a toast to the continued success of 

our construction campaign and to the village that has made this all possible.  The CCHS Board members then 

proceeded with the traditional groundbreaking, taking pictures with Donors, Volunteers past and present, 

all jubilant over the dream becoming a reality! 

The success and growth of CCHS over the past several years has made the increasing need for a new facility 

come to the forefront.  Mary Jean Franks, our Cat Adoption and Kitten Foster Program Coordinator shared  

that this year alone through the month of September, we have had 228 cat adoptions, 63 cat intakes, and 

157 kitten intakes, which keeps the cat house volunteers busy!  Our total dog 

adoptions are 478 with 409 intakes through the month of  September so the 

new dog facility will be a welcome addition once phase 2 begins. 

We at CCHS are constantly amazed at the  

continued support our community provides us.  If 

not for the volunteers, the community, donors, 

fosters, and adopters we could not have made it 

as far as we have and saved the tremendous number of sweet, deserving souls 

who have entered our doors.   We are humbled and grateful for your kindness, 

compassion, and generosity.   



COLONIAL CAPITAL HUMANE SOCIETY GROUNDBREAKING PRAYER  

“Prepared and Read by Elizabeth Harrison 8-29-2021”  

Lord, it takes a village. A small portion of that village known as Colonial Capital Humane Society 

has gathered here to begin what has been a dream for many years-to build a new facility to 

take care of abused, abandoned, and sick animals in the area. 

It took a village when we were close to losing our license. Letters were written, volunteers 

gathered to do the work needed, donations were made and we survived. 

It takes a village when animals are dumped at our front door or surrendered for reasons that 

would infuriate you. The village steps up, bottle feeds, medicates, cuddles them and often 

cries.  

It takes a village when we run out of paper towels, trash bags, litter, food. We put the need out 

there and the village steps up. 

It takes a village when there’s a hurricane, hot weather, cold weather bearing down on us. The 

village steps up, takes home animals to keep them safe, oftentimes becoming a foster fail. 

And now this village, from near and far, has really stepped up; donating money, creating or 

hosting fundraisers so that we can finally begin this construction. Lord I thank you for bringing 

Bruin Construction and CA Francis Architecture into our village, along with all the other 

companies who will be involved. There will be so many people that none of us will ever know 

about-the ones who will pour concrete, hang drywall, hammer shingles, install the HVAC and 

even take care of the porta-potty. Let them know that this build is so much more than walls and 

a roof. This building will shelter animals that a lot of people wouldn’t give a second thought 

about. This building will give them their second chance. 

The most important members of this village are the cats and dogs-the past, present and future 

animals that Colonial Capital Humane Society will take care of. They’re the reason we’re here. 

They will be watching, making sure that everyone stays safe, that supplies will be plentiful and 

that the weather will cooperate. Also watching will be our village members who have crossed 

over the rainbow bridge. They will be the guardian angels over all that will happen during the 

construction. 

It takes a village. Amen 





 

 

Interested in becoming a part of the leadership team of CCHS? 

 
Our next annual membership meeting will be October 20, 2021. Only active members are eligible to run 

for a Board or Officer position, and active membership is also required for voting in the election. You 

must be an active member 10 days prior to the meeting to be eligible to vote. So make sure to join or 

renew today if interested in participating in this process. 

During the meeting, we will share updates on the organization's year to date progress, facility expan-

sion updates and conduct an election to fill 1 seats on the Board of Directors and all Officer roles to    

include: 

*President 

*Vice-Presidents (2) 

*Treasurer 

*Co-Treasurer 

*Secretary 

Members of the Board are responsible for advancing the mission of CCHS and tasked with strategic 

planning to support the organization's work. Each member will have at least one sponsorship area or 

committee they will oversee and direct. 

Use the link below to complete the Membership Form or you can complete the form on the back of the 

newsletter and mail it in by October 10th: 

https://colonialcapital.wixsite.com/cchs/copy-of-membership 



In January 2013 I was driving on Old Airport Road and saw the sign for Colonial     

Humane Society (that I had NEVER heard of before) so I stopped to make a donation 

and when the CCHS volunteer Mary Martha Rose came to the door and we chatted 

for a few minutes and she shared with me that CCHS was a no kill shelter and I knew 

I could "handle" volunteering there.  I myself had nothing but dogs for 40+ years but 

I could IMMEDIATELY see they desperately needed help in the Cat House.. so many 

cats and not enough help.  I started as a weekly volunteer cleaning at the Cat House 

on Sunday mornings and then Thursdays shortly after that. 

But I KNEW I wanted to do more than that....I knew they needed help finding 

homes for the shelter cats as many of them had been there (in the Shelter) for 

so many years.  I developed a passion for finding the VERY BEST homes for our 

cats and our kittens and made it my mission to do so. 

I have so many favorite volunteer memories and moments...and they all come 

back to finding perfect homes for our cats/kittens.  The more we adopt 

out...the more we can take in and help! 

The best part of volunteering for me is knowing without a doubt I have made a 

difference in an animals life.... 

I feel volunteering your time and your skills (whatever they may be) is so very 

important.  I constantly tell my grand children....life isn't just about you and what you want....its about 

helping others (animals or people) and making a positive difference. 

When I started our Kitten Fostering Program (KFP) in March 2018 I wasn't quite sure 

how that would work.  But Thank Goodness I had some AMAZING people willing to 

step forward and volunteer their time, their homes, etc and take these kittens in so 

we could help more than just the cats in the Shelter...we could help so many kittens 

out there needing CCHS.  I could NEVER have done that without the amazing group 

of people who have fostered and continue to foster for CCHS. Because of them...so 

many cats and kittens have been saved! 

I am so thankful that I pulled into CCHS parking lot and knocked on the door that day 

in January 2013.  It certainly changed my life for the better!  

 



What is your favorite part about volunteering for CCHS how do you feel you 

make an impact?  

“My favorite part about being a CCHS volunteer is being a part of adoptions and 

watching them happen. Knowing you have made a difference in a homeless 

dog’s life is a really good feeling. “ 

Do you have a favorite dog at the shelter?   “My favorite dogs at the shelter are 

Levi and Lana. They both portray really tough exteriors but they’re nothing but 

affectionate when you build a relationship with them. The dogs who make you 

earn their trust always turn out to be the best, most loyal dogs. “ 

Why is volunteering at CCHS so important?    “Volunteering at CCHS is so  

important because even the smallest act makes the biggest difference. I help with 

home visits which usually only take half an hour, but it is an essential part of the 

adoption. process. Even if it is taking a shelter dog for a walk, volunteers make a huge difference. “ 

What is your favorite part about volunteering for CCHS how do you feel you 

make an impact?    

“My favorite part about volunteering is being able to work with the new 

dogs that come in.  When a dog is brought to us they 

are always nervous and some have a difficult time 

adjusting.  I try to make each dog comfortable at the shelter and ensure they feel 

safe.“ 

Do you have a favorite dog at the shelter?   “Currently at the shelter, my favorite 

dogs are Scrappy Doo and Dani.  Scrappy Doo and Dani both have strong personali-

ties, once they trust you they are very loving and loyal dogs.” 

Why is volunteering at CCHS so important?    “Volunteering at CCHS is important in 

many different ways, its is important because you are working with an animal who 

may have had a difficult past or just needs someone.  Being able to socialize the 

dogs/cats at CCHS is the best way for them to find their furever homes.   



I started volunteering with the CCHS 1994.  As I was an 

assistant to a vet and his technician, I was able to        

administer medications and diabetic injections at the 

shelter.  I also trained kennel staff in handling animals 

and am delighted to say that I have never, in all my 

years of service, been bitten, even when pet-sitting, 

grooming or clipping dogs’ claws.  I fostered a couple of 

times until I ended up with my own doxies.  

My ‘home’ now is at the Flea Market, where I still      

manage to keep my hand in by clipping other volunteers’ 

pets.  I love working on my ‘Pet Department’.  I take great pride in its appearance and stock, often taking 

the pets clothes and beds and home to wash before I will put them out for sale.  Apart from meeting the 

actual pets, my greatest pleasure at the Flea Market is hearing about customers’ pets.  I enjoy helping find 

the correct-fitting harness, clothes and even lifejackets.  I still regularly share my professional knowledge 

and experience passing on information regarding doggie medical ailments or training and behavioral is-

sues.  It is a joy to spend time with so many animal lovers and so many volunteers (we always need more!), 

who give so much of their time working to raise as much money as we can for our needy cats and dogs. 

 

GLADYS PORTER   







Are you interested in pursuing a career in animal 
care, or know someone who is?  Colonial Capital 

Humane Society (CCHS) has the perfect opportunity to suit that interest!  CCHS 
offers an in-depth internship program focused for applicants who have a pas-
sion for community involvement, and aspire towards a career in improving the 
welfare of cats and dogs. 

  

The CCHS internship is an eight-week program consisting of 200 hours, 100 for 
cats and dogs, respectively.  It provides participants with introductory experi-
ence in shelter management, animal care and handling, facility and shelter 
functions, non-profit organizations, and volunteer and community interaction. 

  

After fulfilling the CCHS internship program requirements, you will be awarded 
a signed certificate of completion and will have invaluable experience to start 
your career or further education.  Additionally, the CCHS staff can  serve as ref-
erences towards your work, as you take the next steps towards your goals! 

 

Keep an eye out on our Facebook page and website, as we start this new pro-
gram in the next few weeks. We would love to welcome members of the com-
munity, who have a desire to gain experience in animal care, into our program! 
If you have any questions, feel free to email us 
at internship@colonialcapitalhs.org and we will be happy to provide more in-
formation. 

  

Do you have an interest in helping CCHS in other ways than interning? There 
are many ways to join the CCHS family! Check out our website to learn more 
about volunteer and donation opportunities!  www.colonialcapitalhs.org 



  



Animals in shelters are just as loving, snuggly, and devoted as other animals - all they need is a chance to 

prove it. That's why we're celebrating Subaru Loves Pets by supporting a month-long, nationwide effort to 

help the last-to-be-adopted pets find loving homes. In addition, on October 22nd Subaru will be                   

celebrating our 3rd annual National Make A Dog's Day by inviting all dog lovers to do something extra  

special for their favorite dog. #MakeADogsDay 

Riverside Subaru is a huge supporter of Colonial Capital Humane Society and we are so happy to celebrate 

all month long. Subaru will be donating $100 for each adoption in the month of October up to $3100.   

It’s just one of the many ways we’re keeping the Subaru Loves Pets promise. 

On Saturday, October 23rd, CCHS will be co-hosting an adoption event at Riverside Subaru to help            

celebrate Subaru Loves Pets!  We will have some of our wonderful dogs and cats there from 11-2, there 

will refreshments and music provided for your enjoyment!   Come on out and see us, lets gets some great 

dogs and cats adopted!  

#SubaruLovesPets #adoptdontshop 

 

 



 

 

Cans for Paws 

Cans for Paws is gaining momentum!!!  It's a LOT of work and if anyone is interested in helping out, just 

let me know.  I'll bring you along.  You'll learn more about aluminum cans than you could ever want to 

know.  To date, we've raised $1980.00 to put toward the generator at the new facility.  My thanks to all 

of you who have been dropping off the cans.   

Comfort for Critters is always looking for those who sew, tie knots with fleece, knit or crochet to make 

blankets for our cats and dogs.  Please contact Elibby Harrison at vueluv@gmail.com.   

Reminder:  if you are wondering if a can is aluminum, use a magnet.  If it doesn’t stick, it’s aluminum. If it 

does stick, you’ll need to keep the cans and put them in the recycle bin at your 

house.   

Thanks a bunch!   

E-Libby Harrison    



  

 

Shopping hours  

Tuesdays  5pm-7pm  

Friday 10am-3.30pm  

 

Donation drop off times  

Tuesday 10.30am-1pm and 5pm-7pm 

Thursday 10.30am-1pm  

Friday 10am-3pm  

 

Due to lack of storage space, we are 

no longer accepting: Analog TV’s — 

Exercise equipment — Mattresses/

box springs Child car seats — Motor-

cycle helmets — Christmas trees 

Printers/scanners/copiers Larger 

items ie, doors,  windows . 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

There are always ways to help whether directly 

or indirectly with the animals.  Here are just a 

few: 

Cleaning in the cat house and socializing our 

awesome kitties!  

Walking our Amazing Dogs 

Laundry 

Adoption Events 

Flea Market  

Fostering 

Fundraising 

Transporting to vet vists 

Apply online at www.colonialcapitalhs.org 

FOLLOW US!   

Colonial Capital Humane Society 

Please help us with your Membership or tax-deductible Contribution 

Name(s):  Phone:   

  
Address:  Email:    

City:   State:  Zip:   

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP: 

I am a __ New Member ___Renewing Member 

Membership Type ___ Friend: (Newsletter and Decal $25 

                                  ___Guardian: (Newsletter, Decal and T-shirt Voucher) $50 

                                  ___Protector (Lifetime)  $500 

 
 I would like to make a donation in  ___ honor   ____ in memory of :____________________________ 
  

(Please include the name and address of the person you are acknowledging) 
Please detach this form and mail to CCHS, P.O. Box 326, New Bern, NC 28563 


